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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 1 1545 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PONS EG 

SUB J : EGYPT AIR HIJACKING 

1 . EMBASSY LOCATED TWO OTHER AMERICAN ON HIJACKED PLANE, 

DR. AND MRS. ARNOLD GREENE OF 16946 BURBANK BLVD, 

ENCINO, CALIFORNIA, AND POLCOUNS DEBRIEFED 

THEM AUGUST 26. GREENES SAT ABOUT MID- WAY IN PLANE ON 

RIGHT AND APPEARED TO BE FAIRLY ALERT OBSERVERS. SINCE 

GREENES ARE JEWISH THEY HAD SPECIAL APPREHENSIONS AND IN 

THEIR MINDS THERE WAS NO DOUBT THAT HIJACKING WAS REAL THING. 

THEY SAID STEWARDESS HAD EXHIBITED SPECIAL CONCERN FOR 

THEM AS AMERICANS AND REPEATELY TOLD THEM TO TELL HIJACKERS 

THEY WERE ENGLISH, BUT THEY WERE NEVER ASKED. GREENES HAD 

HEARD FROM AOTHER PASSENGER THAT HIJACKERS HAD 

GIVEN BAG CONTAINING WEAPONS TO NINE- YEAR OLD BOY 

TO CARRY ON PLANE. PLANE HAD NOT BEEN SURROUNDED BY 

EQUIPMENT , BUT THEY OBSERVED THAT RUNWAYS HAD BEEN BLOCKED 

WITH TRUCKS. LEADER OF HIJACKERS , THEY SAID, HAD SHORT 

TEMPER AND ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS SHOUTED AND SLAPPED AND THREW 
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DOWN ONE MALE PASSENGER. THE JAPANESE TOUR 
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GROUP THEY FELT BEHAVED LIKE "IDIOTS" WITH LOTS OF SMILING 
AND EVEN SOME HORSEPLAY. THEY SAID PASSENGERS SAT IN 
VIRTUAL SILENCE FOR ENTIRE ORDEAL ON GROUND AT LUXOR AND 
WERE GIVEN NO INFO ABOUT STATEOF NEGOTIATIONS. GREENE 
DESCRIBED HII ACKERS AND "REAL AMATEURS". 

2. DR. GREENE HAD SEEN LEADER OF HIJACKERS SLUGGED BY 
"MECHANIC " AND TURNED AROUND TO SEE ANOTHER " MECHANIC" 

ATTACK HIJACKER IN BACK OF PLANE. SHOOTING BEGAN IMMEDIATELY 
AND THEY HAD DUCKED DOWN UNDER SEATS AND NOT SEEN ANYTHING 
ELSE UNTIL 45-60 SECONDS LATER WHEN EGYPTIAN COMMANDOS 
SHEPHERDED THEM OUT ONE AT A TIME. THERE HAD BEEN SHORT LULL IN FIRING. 

BY TIME THEY DISEMBARKED 

ALL THREE HIJACKERS HAD DISAPPEARED. DESPITE 

WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS AT LEAST 50 SHOTS BEING FIRED THEY 

NOTED NO DMAMAGE FROM BULLETS ON AIRCRAFT. (COMMENT: 

FAA SECURITY TEAM MEMBER WAS TOLD WHEN PLANE REUTRNED 
TO CAIRO AIRPORT THAT ONLY DAMAGE HAD BEEN SLASHED TIRES 
AND PLANE WAS AIRWORTHY WITHOUTH FURTHER REPAIRS.) GREENES 
NOTED AS HAVE OTHERS, LOTS OF BLOOD IN FRONT OF PLANE AND ON RAMP. 
THEY ADDED THAT THERE WAS A LOT OF BLOOD NEAR ENTRY TO 
TERMINAL AND THEY WERE TOLD ONE OF HIJACKERS HAD BROKEN 
AWAY AND TRIED TO ESCAPE CAUSING COMMANDOES TO SHOOT HIM. 

3. NEITHER MURRAYS, GREENES NOR EMBASSY HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO IDENTIFY ANY OTHER AMERICANS ON PLANE. 

4. GREENES WERE FULL OF PRAISE FOR EGYPTIANS AND 
PLEANTY SURPRISED BY WARMTH AND APOLOGIES OF EGYPTIAN 
OFFICIAL AND BYSTANDERS AFTER RESCUE. MRS. GREENE 

SAID PRIMIN SALIM HAD TOLD HER THAT HE AHD REQUESTED HIJACKERS 
DURING NEGOTIATIONS TO RELEASE ALL FOREIGNERS AND LEAVE EGYPTIANS 
ON PLANE SINCE TOURISM AND EGYPT'S REPUTATION FOR HOSPITALITY 
WERE AT STAKE. HIJACKERS HAD REFUSED. GREENE SAID AIRCRAFT 
C APTIAN HAD SUFFERED SLIGHT KNIFE SCRATCH ON HAND DURING 
SCUFFLE. 

5. DIRECTOR MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SHAWKAT TOLD DAO AUGUST 26 
THAT ONE STEWARDESS HAD ALSO RECEIVED MINOR BULLET WOUND. 
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HE SIAD THAT ALL THREE HIJACKERS HAD BEEN RELEASED FROM 
HOSPITAL AND NO LONGER IN SERIOUS CONDITION. LIBYAN 
CONNECTION SHAWKAT SAID, WAS SO FAR LIMITED TO ONE 
HIJACKERS SPENDING FIRST WEEK OF AUGUST IN LIBYA. HE 
BELIEVED HIJACKERS’ MOTIVE WAS STRICTLY MONEY. HIJACKERS 
DEALTH TWITH IBYAN BU THE NAME OF SAID (UNKNOWN TO DMI). 

6. FONOMIN FAHMY TOLD AMABSSADOR AUGUST 26 THAT GOE 
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HAD DECIDED IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIJACKING TOOK PLACE THAT 
PLANE WOULD NOT LEAVE LUXOR AND TROOPS WOULD STORM IT 
IF NECESSARY EVEN IF IT MEANT CASUALTIES AMONG PASSENGERS. 

FAHMY SAID THIS WAS FIRM GOE POLICY AND DATES FROM 
NOVEMBER 1974, WHEN IT WAS THOUGHT BRITISH AIRWAYS PLANE 
THAT WENT TO TUNISIA MIGHT LAND IN CAIRO. FAHMY DECIDEDLY 
PLEASED WITH OUTCOME. 
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